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SUBJECT: JOINT WORKING GROUP ON US-EGYPTIAN MEDICAL 
COOPERATION: INVITATION TO SECOND JOINT MEETING 

REF: A. CAIRO 3812 B. STATE 78309 

1. EMBASSY RECIEVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
MINHEALTH UNDER SECRETARY DR. MAZEN MORNING APRIL 17 
CONVEYING REQUEST BY MINISTER MOHIE EL-DIN FOR 
POSTPONEMENT OF HIS VISIT AND JWG MEETING ON MEDICAL 
COOPERATION FROM PREVIOUSLY AGREED DATE OF MAY 5 
(REFTEL A) UNTIL JULY. 

2. MAZEN DESCRIBED THIS SUDDEN CHANGE OF MIND BY HIS 
MINISTER AS RESULTING FROM LATTER'S REFLECTION THAT 
BRIEF AMOUNT OF TIME, I.E. FIVE DAYS, WOULD NOT OFFER HIM 
OPPORTUNITY TO SEE. DO AND DISCUSS ALL THE THINGS HE 
WISHED TO DURING THIS US VISIT. MAY 5 DATE, COMING AS 

IT DOES BEFORE MAY 13 OPENING OF WHO CONFERENCE IN 
GENEVA (NOT NY AS ERRONEOUSLY INDICATED REFTEL A) 
ELIMINATES POSSIBILITY OF MORE EXTENDED VISIT. 

3. WE EXPRESSED SURPRISE OVER THIS SUDDEN PROPOSAL 

TO CHANGE JWG MEETING DATES BUT SAID WE WOULD CONVEY 
MINISTRY'S REQUEST TO WASHINGTONFOR CONSIDERATION. DR. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 03856 171410Z 

MAZEN ADDED THAT, IF POSTPONEMENT PRESENTS GREAT 
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INCONVENIENCE, MINISTER WOULD, OF COURSE, RECONSIDER 
MATTER. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE. 

MAESTRONE 
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